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Australian Government

1. Please provide an update of NPL38704 on the treatment of RPP supporters by Maoists,
in Kathmandu in particular.

Limited information was found regarding the treatment of Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)
supporters by Maoist supporters during the period May 2011 to April 2012. On 2 November
2011 News in Nepal, a Nepalese online news portal, reported that an RPP supporter was
injured in a clash with Maoist supporters in Sindhupalchowk district, which lies adjacent to
Kathmandu district." The report quotes a local woman, who states that there had been “several
instances of clashes and attacks between cadres of [the United Communist Party of Nepal —
Maoist] UCPN-M and RPP in [the area]” and that “that such incidents have been occurring
time and again as action is not taken against the perpetrators of the past incidents.”?

No information was found regarding the treatment of RPP supporters by supporters of the
United Communist Party of Nepal — Maoist (UCPN-M) in Kathmandu in the defined period.

2. Please provide information on the treatment of Hindus by Maoists.

It is unlikely that UCPN-M supporters target people specifically for being Hindus. According
to the US Department of State’s 2010 International Religious Freedom Report for Nepal,
“Hindus constitute 80 per cent of the population”, and, despite being officially declared a
secular State, the president attends “major Hindu religious ceremonies...”* In addition,
according to the 2010 Freedom in the World report by Freedom House, “members of the
Hindu upper castes dominate government and business...”* Reports indicate that the UCPN —
M is also composed of many Hindus, and that its leadership includes high-caste Hindus.
According to the website Global Security:

Most of these Maoists are young people from peasant families of dalits, low-caste
Hindus, and make up twenty per cent of Nepal’s population. Several leaders of these
Nepalese Maoists come from lower middle class families.’

A 2011 report by Foreign Policy Journal regarding Indian Dalits’ views on Indian and
Nepalese Maoists states that:

! “‘Map of Nepal: Administrative Divisions’ n.d., ncthakur.itgo.com website <http:/ncthakur.itgo.com/map04.htm>
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When asked why [Dalit Indians] distrust the “Naxalites”, the common term for the Maoist
movement, they point out, to start, the fact that almost all the rank and file fighters in the
Maoist movement are Dalit and that almost all the leadership are “high caste”. The Dalits
I know have had firsthand experience with just how caste-ist the “Naxalite”/Maoist
leadership is.°

This claim is supported by reports which indicate that a number of UCPN-M leaders are high-caste
Hindus. The South Asia Terrorism Portal’s summary of the UCPN-M states that:

The main fighting and support forces consist of Magars, Tharus, Janjatis (Gurungs, Rais,
Limbus, Tamangs, Dalits, Brahmins and Chhetris, the last two also providing the
political and military leadership).” (emphasis added)

Information was found which confirms that Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda, the Maoist rebel
leader and Prime Minister in 2008, is Brahmin, as is his successor, Baburam Bhattarai.? A
2007 opinion piece posted on the Nepalese pro-democracy blog site, United We Blog, lists 19
leaders of the UCPN-M as being high-caste Hindus, and adds that “the list may go forever.”®
Both Prachanda and Bhattari have attended Hindu celebrations, and one report was found in
which the UCPN-M, while in government, was accused of being pro-Hindu.'

The UCPN-M’s support for State secularism, as well as its tendency to interfere directly with
the administrative operations of important Hindu temples, has attracted criticism from Hindu
nationalist groups, which accuse the UCPN-M of being anti-Hindu.™* Supporters of these
groups have subsequently clashed with supporters of the UCPN-M, with the former
demanding the reintroduction of Hinduism as the official State religion as well as the
restoration of monarchism.*? Although the UCPN-M’s supports official State secularism, the

® Mountain, T C 2011, ‘Why India’s Dalits Don’t Trust the Maoists’, Foreign Policy Journal, 25 May
<http://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2011/05/25/why-indias-dalits-dont-trust-the-maoists/> Accessed 27 April
2012.
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information cited above suggests that this does not extend to a prohibition on individual or
communal worship by Hindus, or indeed, the government’s involvement in such worship.

group-on-rise-in-nepal_100375787.html> Accessed 27 April 2012; ‘Hindu Youth Leader shot dead in Birjunj’ 2010,
Republica, 26 June <http://archives.myrepublica.com/portal/index.php?action=news_details&news_id=20342>
Accessed 27 April 2012.
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