
    
      Skip to main content
    
    


      
          
    

                                
                
              
    
  
    
      
      

  
    	Change site:
	English
	Español
	Русский


  

    

  


  

            

        

                            
      
              

          
              
    	
					
			
				
	

  
    
      
      

  
  
  
          Search keywords
                

                  

Apply









    

  


  
    
      
      
            Search



      
    

  


  

          


                                    
                  
    
  
    
      
      

  
    	Change site:
	English
	Español
	Русский


  

    

  


  
    
      
      

  
  
  
          Search keywords
                

                  

Apply









    

  


  
    
      
      
            Search



      
    

  


        
              	
                                    Login
                        	
                          SIGN UP
              


  
              


  


  


  

              

                                
            
            Menu
          

        

      
              
          
            
              
                
                
                    
    

            
  Main navigation

  

        
              	
                                                      About Refworld
          
          
                        

          Back

        
        
                            
	
                                                      History
                        
	
                                                      Mission & Scope
                        
	
                                                      Acknowledgements
                        
	
                                                      Contact us
                        


  
              
                        	
                                                      Browse by
          
          
                        

          Back

        
        
                            
	
                                                      Country
                        
	
                                                      Document Source
                        
	
                                                      Document Type
                        
	
                                                      Keyword
                        
	
                                                      Thematic Area
                        


  
              
                        	
                                                      Collections
          
          
                        

          Back

        
        
                            
	
                                                      Legal Instruments
                        
	
                                                      Case law
                        
	
                                                      Policy & Guidance
                        
	
                                                      Research & Reports
                        


  
              
                        	
                                                      UNHCR
          
          
                        

          Back

        
        
                            
	
                                                      Mandate
                        
	
                                                      Protection Manual
                        
	
                                                      Publications
                        


  
              
        
  


  

  

                                      
                        
    
  
    
      
      

  
  
  
          Search keywords
                

                  

Apply









    

  


  
    
      
      
            Search



      
    

  


        
              	
                                    Login
                        	
                          SIGN UP
              


  
              


  


  


  

                    

                                  

              

            

          

        

      
              

          
  

  
    
      
                          
              

    

  





  
    
      
    

  




  
    

                              
              



          

              
            
                  

                
                
                
                                      
                  
                          
            
  
    
      
      


  
      
          
  
  
    
  
  
  

    
    
                        
          
  
    
      
      


	
		
				
			
		

		
			
			    
    





  
    
      
        
          
            

                                          
                              
                  Under Orders: War Crimes in Kosovo
                

                            
                              
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          Hide Details
                        
                        
                      
                    

                    
                      
                        	
                            Document source: 

      
              Human Rights Watch

                

  
                          
	
                            Date: 
            1 October 2001

      
                          


                      

                    

                  

                

                                            
                    
  
    
      Citation
    
    
              
          Human Rights Watch, Under Orders: War Crimes in Kosovo, 2645, 1 October 2001, https://www.refworld.org/reference/countryrep/hrw/2001/en/43352 [accessed 13 March 2024]

          Copy to Clipboard
        

          

  


                                      
            
    
      Share
    
  
Facebook
LinkedIn
Twitter
Email
  




      
                                    
                

                          

          

        

      

      	
          
            Document view
            Document
          
        
	
          Information
        


    

  




  


		

	
									




    

  


        

                                                                                                                                                                                              

    
  





  
          
  
  
    
  
  
  

    
    
                        
          
  
    
      
      

  

  

      

      
            
  
    
      
      
    
      

  

      
            
                        Under Orders: War Crimes in Kosovo
      
      

  


            


      





      
    
    

  



      
  



      

      

      

      

    In this section

      
  



      
  


  


  



      


  
    
      
        Document details
      
    

  

  
    
            
            Title

  
                          
        Under Orders: War Crimes in Kosovo


      
  
    


      
            Document source

  
                          
      Human Rights Watch

      
  
    


      
            Date

  
                          
      1 October 2001

      
  
    


      
            Document number

  
                          
      2645

      
  
    


      
            Document type

  
                          
      Country Reports

      
  
    


      
            Additional document information

  
                          
      -

      
  
    


      
            Collection

  
                          
      Research & Reports

      
  
    



    

  





  
    
      
        Profile
      
    

  

  
    
            
            Country

  
                          
      Montenegro

                        
      Serbia

      
  
    



    

  






  


  


  



      
  


  



      

      
  
    Comments:

              This report documents torture, killings, rapes, forced expulsions, and other war crimes committed by Serbian and Yugoslav government forces against Kosovar Albanians between March 24 and June 12, 1999, the period of NATO's air campaign against Yugoslavia. The report reveals a coordinated and systematic campaign to terrorize, kill, and expel the ethnic Albanians of Kosovo that was organized by the highest levels of the Serbian and Yugoslav governments in power at that time. Naturally, these crimes did not occur in isolation. This report outlines the historical and political context of the war, with a critique of the international community's response to the developing crisis over the past decade. Three chapters also document abuses committed by the ethnic Albanian insurgency known as the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), which abducted and murdered civilians during and after the war, as well as abuses by NATO, which failed adequately to minimize civilian casualties during its bombing of Yugoslavia. Nevertheless, the primary focus of this report is the state-sponsored violence inflicted by the Serbian and Yugoslav governments in 1999 against ethnic Albanian citizens of Yugoslavia.
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