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the RRT within time constraints. This response is not, and does not purport to be, 
conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. 

 
 
 
Questions 
 
1. Was there an intelligence brigade or President’s Intelligence Unit formed within the SLFP in 
1994 or after 1994?  
2. If so, was it headed by a Mr Tissa Tennakoon? 
3. Can I have any information about Mr Jaytissa Tennakoon?  
4. Is or was he a personal confidante of the previous President, Mrs Kumaratunga? 
5. What is his connection or association with the previous President and the current President?  
6. Does Mr Tennakoon have any position within the SLFP? 
7. Was Mr Tennakoon arrested after the 2001 elections (some time in 2002)?  
8. Did Mr Tennakoon leave Mrs Kumaratunga to work closely with the current President, Mr 
Rajapakse?  
9. Was Mr Tennakoon provided any titles by Mr Rajapakse?  
10. Was he appointed Secretary or Co-ordinating Secretary to the Minister for 
Telecommunications and Postal Services and Chairman of two government 
bodies/corporations? 
11. Was Mr Tennakoon given official accommodation by President Kumaratunga?  
12.  If so, where was it located?  
13. Is it the same place of residence as Mr Karunaratne, head of the Presidential Security 
Division? 
14. Could you look further into whether the supposed split within the SLFP was reported in the 
papers before the 2005 Presidential election but not after that? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
1. Was there an intelligence brigade or President’s Intelligence Unit formed within the 
SLFP in 1994 or after 1994? 
2. If so, was it headed by a Mr Tissa Tennakoon? 
 
A DFAT report dated 11 April 2006, responding to questions forwarded by the RRT on 8 
March 2006 (RRT Country Research 2006, Country Information Request – LKA23857, 8 
March – Attachment 1), indicates that: 



 
Discussions with contacts in the Sri Lankan police and intelligence services reveal no 
information about the existence of any intelligence brigade or President’s Intelligence Unit 
formed within the SLFP.  Mr Tennakoon is not known to have had any position of authority 
in any intelligence or security service connected to the Government of Sri Lanka (DFAT 
2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT Information Request: LKA23857, 11 April – Attachment 2). 

 
3. Can I have any information about Mr Jaytissa Tennakoon?  
4. Is or was he a personal confidante of the previous President, Mrs Kumaratunga? 
5. What is his connection or association with the previous President and the current 
President? 
 
The DFAT report dated 11 April 2006 provides the following information: 
 

We are not aware of the nature of Mr Tennakoon’s relationship with former President 
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga.  Our enquiries with a confidante and former Secretary 
of a Ministry previously under the portfolio control of the former President did not indicate 
that Mr Tennakoon was a confidante of the former President (indeed, the former Secretary did 
not know of Mr Tennakoon).   We are not aware of any association between Mr Tennakoon 
and President Rajapakse (DFAT 2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT Information Request: 
LKA23857, 11 April – Attachment 2).  

  
6. Does Mr Tennakoon have any position within the SLFP? 
 
The DFAT report dated 11 April 2006 indicates that “Our enquiries with contacts in the 
SLFP has not revealed any information about positions that Mr Tennakoon currently holds 
within the party” (DFAT 2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT Information Request: LKA23857, 11 
April – Attachment 2).  
 
7. Was Mr Tennakoon arrested after the 2001 elections (some time in 2002)?  
 
According to the DFAT report dated 11 April 2006, DFAT’s enquiries did not reveal “any 
information about Mr Tennakoon being arrested”. It is stated in the report that:  
 

Our enquiries with contacts in local law enforcement have not revealed any information about 
Mr Tennakoon being arrested at any point (DFAT 2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT 
Information Request: LKA23857, 11 April – Attachment 2). 

 
8. Did Mr Tennakoon leave Mrs Kumaratunga to work closely with the current 
President, Mr Rajapakse? 
 
DFAT, in its report dated 11 April 2006 indicates that:     
 

We are not aware of any connection between Mr Tennakoon and the current or former 
president (DFAT 2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT Information Request: LKA23857, 11 April – 
Attachment 2).  

  
9. Was Mr Tennakoon provided any titles by Mr Rajapakse?  
10. Was he appointed Secretary or Co-ordinating Secretary to the Minister for 
Telecommunications and Postal Services and Chairman of two government 
bodies/corporations? 
 



According to the DFAT report dated 11 April 2006:  
 

The Secretary of the Ministry of Telecommunications and Postal Services is Mr W R A P 
Ranasinghe.  According to the office of the Minister for Telecommunications and Postal 
Services, Mr Tennakoon does not hold any positions connected to the current Minister or 
Ministry. We are not aware of any titles or positions given to Mr Tennakoon by President 
Rajapakse (DFAT 2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT Information Request: LKA23857, 11 April 
– Attachment 2). 
 

11. Was Mr Tennakoon given official accommodation by President Kumaratunga?  
12.  If so, where was it located?  
13. Is it the same place of residence as Mr Karunaratne, head of the Presidential 
Security Division? 
 
The DFAT report dated 11 April 2006 provides the following information: 
 

We are not aware of Mr Tennakoon being provided any official accommodation by the 
former President.  Our enquiries with an officer who previously was attached to the 
Presidential Security Division (PSD) indicates that Mr Karunaratne did not share his official 
residence with any other person.  We are aware of claims contained in a newspaper report 
published in 2000 that a person known as Jayatissa Tennakoon was connected to an apartment 
in Colombo in which PSD officers frequented.  This address was not that of Mr Karunaratne’s 
official residence (DFAT 2006, DFAT Report 467 – RRT Information Request: LKA23857, 11 
April – Attachment 2). 

 
Please see RRT Research Response LKA17804 dated 24 February 2006 for further 
information in relation to questions 1 to 13 (RRT Country Research 2006, Research 
Response LKA17804, 24 February – Attachment 3). 
 
14. Could you look further into whether the supposed split within the SLFP was 
reported in the papers before the 2005 Presidential election but not after that? 
 
RRT Research Response LKA17804 dated 24 February 2006 notes that “The sources 
consulted did not indicate that there has been a formal factional split within the SLFP. But 
there clearly are deep differences of opinion between Mr Rajapakse, the new President of Sri 
Lanka, and Mrs Kumaratunga, the former president who is still head of the SLFP; and 
between various groups within the party.” The response refers to articles dated both prior to 
and after the Sri Lankan presidential election that refer to those differences (RRT Country 
Research 2006, Research Response LKA17804, 24 February – Attachment 3). 
 
Further articles dated after the presidential election in Sri Lanka on 17 November 2005 refer 
to ongoing differences between Mahinda Rajapakse and Chandrika Kumaratunga.  
 
According to an article dated 9 April 2006, the acting chairmanship of the SLFP had been 
“offered to President Mahinda Rajapaksa” during the SLFP’s 16th National Assembly, held 
on 7 April 2006. Former President Chandrika Kumaratunga had sent a letter to the SLFP’s 
secretary general saying that the National Assembly was illegal and “was held without 
informing her, the party leader. The former President vested the acting chairmanship of the 
party in Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wickramanayake before she left the country.” The acting 
chairmanship had then been offered to Mr Rajapaksa at the National Assembly, with Mr 
Wickramanayake proposing “the President’s name”. The SLFP Central Committee had also 



“proposed transferring the chairmanship of the party to the President, but he declined to 
accept as the current chairman was out of the country” (‘Update: Kumaratunga says SLFP 
National Assembly was illegal’ 2006, Colombo Page, 9 April 
http://www.colombopage.com/archive/April9135318SL.html - Accessed 10 April 2006 – 
Attachment 4). An earlier article dated 7 March 2006 indicates that Chandrika Kumaratunga 
had “decided to step down from her capacity as SLFP leader temporarily owing to the 
continuous harassment she has faced after Mahinda Rajapakse took office as president of Sri 
Lanka.” She had sent a letter to the general secretary of the party, in which she had “proposed 
the name of Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wickremenayake as the acting Leader of the SLFP, at 
least until she is ready to take over her duties again.” In her letter, Kumaratunga had claimed 
that she had “been unable to perform my duties effectively in my capacity as SLFP leader 
after President Mahinda Rajapakse was elected as President of the country, because he has 
obstructed my powers both as SLFP leader and former President”” (Mushtaq, Munza 2006, 
‘Chandrika steps down as Leader of SLFP owing to alleged harassment’, Asian Tribune, 7 
March – Attachment 5). Another article dated 2 March 2006 refers to Chandrika 
Kumaratunga criticising President Rajapaksa and the SLFP’s general secretary for not 
informing her, as party leader, about the proceedings of a meeting with SLFP local 
government candidates (‘Kumaratunga clashes with Sri Lanka President and SLFP General 
Secretary over meeting party candidates’ 2006, Colombo Page, 2 March 
http://www.colombopage.com/archive/March2120440JV.html - Accessed 10 April 2006 – 
Attachment 6).  
 
According to an Asian Tribune article dated 8 April 2006, Anura Bandaranaike, the brother of 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, had “left the premises” when President Rajapakse was nominated 
as the acting chairman of the SLFP at the SLFP National Convention. It is stated in the article 
that: 
 

The Chairman of the party, Chandrika Kumaratunga, is away holidaying in Europe. She did 
not play any part in the last local elections. Nor did she play any active in the last presidential 
election. In fact, she did her best to defeat her own presidential nominee, President Rajapakse. 
Before she went on her latest holiday, she also told party representatives that President 
Rajapakse will lose the local government elections. 

 
She and her brother, Anura Bandaranaike, Minister for Tourism, are now privately grumbling 
about the fate that has befallen the Bandaranaikes. They feel aggrieved that the leadership has 
finally slipped away from the hands of the Bandaranaikes to the Rajapakses (‘President 
Rajapakse replaces Chandrika as SLFP president’ 2006, Asian Tribune, 8 April – Attachment 
7).     

 
However, another article indicates that Anura Bandaranaike had pledged support for 
President Rajapaksa and had criticised Chandrika Kumaratunga for not giving Mr Rajapaksa 
the party leadership. A Colombo Page article dated 20 March 2006 indicates that “The 
internal power struggle in the ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party took another turn when 
Minister Anura Bandaranaike openly pledged his support for President Mahinda Rajapaksa.” 
Mr Bandaranaike had “publicly criticized sister and former President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga for not giving the party leadership to Mahinda Rajapaksa.” According to the 
article, Mr Bandaranaike had said that the leadership of the party “should belong to present 
President” (‘Anura Bandaranaike says Chandrika Kumaratunga should step down from SLFP 
leadership’ 2006, Colombo Page, 20 March 
http://www.colombopage.com/archive/March20120749RA.html - Accessed 10 April 2006 – 
Attachment 8). A subsequent article dated 23 March 2006 refers to sources at a SLFP district 
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meeting saying that Mr Bandaranaike had “said that he is prepared to give Mr Rajapakse his 
support to ensure that his presidency lasts the maximum period of twelve years” (‘SL 
Government needs support of JVP, JHU – Rajapakse’ 2006, TamilNet website, 23 March 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=17547 – Accessed 27 March 2006 – 
Attachment 9). 
 
An earlier article dated 23 November 2005 indicates that following the 2005 presidential 
election in Sri Lanka, the new President Mahinda Rajapakse had “demoted former President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s brother, Mr. Anura Bandaranaike, by removing the Foreign 
Ministry portfolio from him and appointing him as the Minister of Tourism in his new 25-
member cabinet” (‘Mangala Samaraweera appointed new SL Foreign Minister’ 2005, 
TamilNet website, 23 November http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=16394 – 
Accessed 27 March 2006 – Attachment 10). According to another article dated 24 November 
2005 on the Lankaweb website, President Rajapaksa had shown “Buddhist compassion” 
when offering Anura Bandaranaike the tourism portfolio. Bandaranaike had been “estranged 
by his repeated statements embarrassing Mahinda Rajapaksa’s Presidential campaign that 
helped Mahinda’s rival Ranil Wickremesinghe.” The article also notes that it was “believed 
there had been heavy lobbying by those who were close to the President to offer 
Bandaranaike something to avoid future rifts in the party, as his sister still holds the party 
leadership in the ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party” (Jayawardhana, Walter 2005, ‘Anura 
Bandaranaike is finally pardoned by the President and offered the sole portfolio of tourism’, 
Lankaweb website, 24 November http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items05/241105-1.html - 
Accessed 18 April 2006 – Attachment 11).        
 
An article in The Hindu dated 22 November 2005 indicates that following the presidential 
election, Mr Bandaranaike had not been appointed as Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister by Mr 
Rajapakse, despite being named before the election as the SLFP’s choice for that position if 
Mr Rajapakse became President. The article also notes that “Mr. Bandaranaike did not 
actively campaign for Mr Rajapakse”. It is stated in the article that: 
 

Before the election, the SLFP had named Anura Bandaranaike, the brother of the outgoing 
President, Chandrika Kumaratunga, as its choice for the position of the Prime Minister if Mr. 
Rajapakse was elected President. 

 
However, Mr. Bandaranaike did not actively campaign for Mr. Rajapakse citing disagreement 
over the latter’s poll-pact with the JVP [Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna] and the Jathika Hela 
Urumaya (JHU). According to party sources, this weighed against Mr. Bandaranaike being 
named Prime Minister (Sambandan, V.S. 2005, ‘Ratnasiri Wickremanayake appointed Sri 
Lankan Premier’, The Hindu, 22 November – Attachment 12). 

 
Other articles dated prior to the presidential election in Sri Lanka on 17 November 2005 also 
refer to the differences between Mahinda Rajapakse and Chandrika Kumaratunga.  
 
An article dated 26 October 2005 refers to “deep divisions between Kumaratunga and her 
SLFP presidential candidate, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse, on how to approach the 
peace process with the Tamil Tiger rebels.” The article indicates that Anura Bandaranaike “in 
recent weeks has sided with his sister against Rajapakse’s plans to revise a peace agreement 
with separatist Tamil rebels and reject their demand for self-rule if he is elected president in 
the Nov. 17 election.” Bandaranaike had said that he would “continue to support Rajapakse’s 
candidacy but will not address election rallies other than those attended by Kumaratunga.” 
Kumaratunga had “accused Rajapakse of violating party discipline by agreeing to the 
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demands of smaller hardline political parties that say the government has already ceded too 
much power to the rebels.” She had also met privately with opposition United National Party 
presidential candidate “Ranil Wickremesinghe, to discuss cooperating to end a conflict with 
Tamil rebels” (Senanayake, Shimali 2005, ‘Sri Lanka’s foreign minister says there’s a plot to 
deny him premiership’, Associated Press Newswires, 26 October – Attachment 13). 
 
Another article dated 20 October 2005 indicates that at an election rally, Chandrika 
Kumaratunga had “denied reports in sections of the media of differences within the ruling Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and blamed the Opposition United National Party (UNP) for 
attempting to split it.” Kumaratunga had “said she extended “full support and co-operation” 
to Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse for the November 17 presidential poll.”  According to 
the article, Kumaratunga’s speech “was the first public denial of differences within the 
SLFP” since Rajapakse had signed electoral pacts with the JVP and the JHU. The election 
rally was the second time Kumaratunga and Rajapakse had “shared the electoral platform” 
since the start of active campaigning (Sambandan, V.S. 2005, ‘Chandrika extends “full 
support” to Rajapakse for November polls’, The Hindu, 20 October – Attachment 14).  
 
An article in the Hindustan Times dated 4 October 2005 notes that with Chandrika 
Kumaratunga’s presidency ceasing in November 2005, there was speculation about what she 
might do to remain relevant in the SLFP and Sri Lankan politics. The article queried whether 
she would “attempt to split the SLFP”. The article also refers to Kumaratunga’s suspicions 
about the ambitions of the SLFP’s presidential candidate, Mahinda Rajapaksa. Rajapaksa 
“was seen as a silent challenger to her hegemony and the hegemony of the Bandaranaikes in 
the party.” Kumaratunga had opposed Rajapaksa’s memorandums of understanding with “the 
Marxist and Sinhala nationalist Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)” and the Buddhist Jathika 
Hela Urumaya (JHU), which “were against the basic policies of the SLFP” and “had been 
signed without the express approval of the party’s decision making bodies.” According to the 
article: 
 

There were media reports that Kumaratunga was planning to replace Rajapaksa as the SLFP’s 
candidate and that she was planning to dissolve parliament to wreck Rajapaksa’s election 
machinery. But none of these threats materialised. Perhaps behind all the bravado, 
Kumaratunga felt that time had run out for her. 

 
The SLFP top brass, led by Rajapaksa, stuck to their guns. Eventually, a compromise was 
worked out, according to which, the election campaign would respect the individual policies 
of the various alliance parties and that Rajapaksa would safeguard the SLFP’s policies 
(Balachandran, PK 2005, ‘Kumaratunga’s search for a new role’, Hindustan Times, 4 October 
– Attachment 15).           

 
Another article dated 14 August 2005 on the TamilWeek website notes that the decision by 
the SLFP to declare “Mahinda Rajapakse and Anura Bandaranaike as the Presidential and 
Prime Ministerial Candidates respectively” was made “at a critical juncture when the 54 year 
old party was on the verge of splitting due to internal political strife.” The article indicates 
that the Bandaranaike family was reluctant to let “Rajapakse have the Presidential 
candidacy”. According to the article, “a fatal party split could have occurred if the 
Bandaranaikes insisted on perpetuating dynastic succession at this point. A major intra - party 
crisis would have meant the relegation of both factions to third and fourth party status 
initially and eventual political oblivion for the SLFP. This was something that neither the 
Bandaranaikes nor the Rajapakses would have liked. However much their internal squabbles, 
petty politicking and personal bickerings none would have wanted the party to be written off 



completely” (Jeyaraj, D.B.S. 2005, ‘The spotlight shift from Horagolla to Weeraketiya’, 
TamilWeek website, 14 August 
http://www.tamilweek.com/Rajapakse_Weeraketiya_0028.html - Accessed 28 February 2006 
– Attachment 16).  
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