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RESPONSE 



1. Please provide an update (since CHN16560) on the situation of homosexuals in China, 
with particular emphasis on Shanghai. 

As requested this report provides an update on the situation of homosexuals in China since 
May 2004 when research response CHN16560 was prepared.  

The April 2005 UK Home Office report and the February 2005 US Department of State 
Country Report on Human Rights Practices provide recent information on the situation of 
homosexuals in China. 

The UK Home Office China Country Report was published in April 2005, and includes 
references to a number of sources, including Asian Sex Gazette, BBC News, China Daily, the 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, News 24, People’s Daily and the US Citizenship 
and Immigration Service. Please note that the sources referred to are dated 1 March 2001, 6 
March 2002, 20 August 2003, 19 August 2004, 13 January 2004, 3 December 2004 and 14 
December 2004. The UK Home Office provides the following information on homosexuality 
in China. 
 

…6.381 As reported by the US Citizenship and Immigration Service on 1 March 2001, 
homosexuality is not illegal in China and sodomy was decriminalised in 1997. [5a]  
  
6.382 According to a report by the Canadian IRB dated 6 March 2002, “The general public’s 
understanding towards homosexuality can be divided into three stages: in the first stage 
homosexuals are sinful; in the second stage homosexuals are sick; in the third stage 
homosexuals are normal. Now China is somewhere between stage one and stage two.” [3k] 
(Based on information from the China Information Center) 
  
6.383 As reported by the official People Daily newspaper on 20 August 2003, same sex 
marriages are not permitted. [12i] As reported by the same source on 4 March 2004, 
homosexuals are often considered a marginal group, which some people associate with crime 
and other anti-social behaviour. [12n] 
  
6.284 On 13 January 2004 the BBC reported, “As China opens up, the country’s urban gays 
are slowly coming out. China officially struck homosexuality off the list of mental illnesses 
two years ago and even smaller cities now boast gay bars and meeting places. Through the 
internet Chinese gays now have unprecedented access to information about developments in 
gay rights from overseas sources.” [9ar] (UK Home Office 2005, China Country Report, 
April – Attachment 1). 

 
The US Department of State Country Report on Human Rights Practices was published on 
28 February 2005 and provides information on the events 2004. It provides the following 
information on homosexual activity in China: 
  

No laws criminalize private homosexual activity between consenting adults. The 1997 
criminal code abolished the crime of “hooliganism,” which had previously been used to 
prosecute gay men and lesbians. In 2001, medical authorities removed homosexuality from 
the national diagnostic handbook of psychiatric disorders. In May, prohibitions on 
homosexuality were dropped from regulations governing the behavior of individuals serving 
sentences. In July, the country’s delegation to the 15th annual AIDS Conference in Bangkok, 
Thailand, included representatives of an NGO advocating gay rights. Gay men and lesbians 
stated that official tolerance has improved in recent years. However, societal discrimination 
and strong pressure to conform to family expectations deter most individuals from publicly 
discussing their sexual orientation (US Department of State 2005, Country Reports on Human 



Rights Practices 2004 – China, 28 February, Section 5 Other Societal Abuses and 
Discrimination – Attachment 2).  

 
The strong pressure to conform to social norms is demonstrated in the following statistics quoted in 
the UK Home Office:  

… 
5.385 As reported by News 24 on 19 August 2004, at least 80% of China’s estimated 30 
million gays are married to members of the opposite sex, succumbing to cultural pressures to 
conform. [15d] (UK Home Office 2005, China Country Report, April – Attachment 1). 
 

An article dated 1 May 2003 in The Gay & Lesbian Review Worldwide provides the 
following information on homosexuality in China. 
  

Gay men and lesbians comprise an estimated three to four percent of China’s 1.2 billion people, 
which yields a range of 36 million to 48 million people…  

  
What I found was a set of cultural factors that make it hard for someone to be openly gay in China yet 
protect a gay person from the worst effects of homophobia. On the positive side, Chinese culture is 
imbued with certain values and practices that indirectly benefit today’s gay people. Chief among them 
is an overarching norm of restraint in personal relations. For example, a woman sharing a flat with her 
girlfriend told me that, although her neighbors may disapprove of their relationship, it’s unlikely that 
they would openly express their objections. “Chinese behavior is restrained,” explains one of the 
volunteers who runs Beijing’s gay hotline. “It’s how we’re raised.” A gay American man living in 
Beijing says that this reserve is one reason he lives here: “In China you wouldn’t see anyone calling 
you ‘faggot’ from a car window. Even if they don’t like you, they still treat you very civilly.”  

  
This man also offered another related factor to explain the absence of open hostility: “They don’t 
have this macho image programmed into them.” Men who might be scorned as effeminate in the U.S. 
are not considered so in China. Also, same-sex physical affection has been a natural part of daily life 
for centuries. Now, however, a growing awareness of homosexuality in the cities is starting to make 
some young people feel awkward about publicly draping their arms around friends. On the other 
hand, the practice is still common among high school and college-age youths, and remains ubiquitous 
in rural China. “I like that in the countryside you see men holding hands,” says the American. “The 
Chinese are so much more natural about that than in the U.S.” He also enjoys this country’s absence 
of religious censure against homosexuality.  

  
Chen Gang, a gay hotline volunteer, agrees. Chinese homophobia can be traced, he contends, to a 
misconception that homosexuality is an illness, but no moral judgment is intended. “In China we 
don’t have the religious baggage of the West,” he observes. The anti-gay rhetoric of Falun Gong 
followers notwithstanding, this distinction explains why Chen is convinced that once the public is 
educated, “we might go even farther than the West has in changing social attitudes toward gays.” Gay 
bashing is almost unknown in China, he adds (Rubin, K. 2003, ‘How to be gay in Beijing’, The Gay 
& Lesbian Review Worldwide, 1 May (Attachment 3).  

  
However, the article also discusses the negative impact of the Chinese view: 
 

Homosexuality is considered abnormal, even an illness, by most people in China, and thus it is a 
source of shame. Like most traditional peoples, Chinese are obsessed with “saying face”[sic]. Fear of 
ostracism by parents and of a potentially deleterious effect on family social standing keeps most gays 
in the closet. ... Suicide by gay youths who have been shunned by their parents is not uncommon, nor 
are doctors’ recommendations for “cures” like electric shock therapy. Heartbreaking accounts of such 
stories appear in China’s underground gay magazines. China’s deeply ingrained antipathy toward 
open discussion of sex at school or home has helped to create the ignorance that much of society has 
about sexual issues, including homosexuality.  



 …  
Also, the terror of unknown consequences in the workplace plays a key role in silencing gay people. 
Although China has no laws against homosexuality, gays also receive no legal protections. Possible 
responses by an employer range from “no problem” to summarily firing a gay worker--an 
indeterminacy that chains most Chinese gays to a double life. The Chinese are acutely attuned to the 
power that interpersonal politics holds over their lives. Most of the people I interviewed are too young 
to remember the Cultural Revolution of the late 1960’s, but anxiety about private life becoming 
public lingers among emotionally vulnerable members of China’s younger generation. The possibility 
that their social enemies--past, present, future, real or imagined--could use their sexual status against 
them, whether at home or at work, is a Sword of Damocles hanging over gays in China.  

  
Chen Gang, one of about forty volunteers who staff Beijing’s gay hotline, gets an earful from 
adolescents to older men from all over China. Of the estimated 10,000 calls that volunteers have 
screened since the hotline’s inception in 1997, most are from people suffering emotional stress 
because they know they’re gay but don’t know if they’re normal. Many say they’re depressed because 
they have no one to confide in, they’re under pressure to marry, and they have no means of meeting 
other gays.  

  
... Over time, gays here might be able to push for limited reforms; the AIDS epidemic, if nothing else, 
will motivate them to stand up for certain rights, especially regarding health care. For now, though, 
with few exceptions, Chinese gays are only just emerging from a thick cocoon of secrecy (Rubin, K. 
2003, ‘How to be gay in Beijing’, The Gay & Lesbian Review Worldwide, 1 May (Attachment 3). 

 
Shanghai 
 
According to Utopia, a website for, and about, homosexuals, Shanghai has a population of 
more than 20 million and an estimated homosexual population of 800 000 (‘Travel & 
Resources: Shanghai’, undated, Utopia website http://www.utopia-asia.com/chinshan.htm - 
Accessed 26 May 2005 – Attachment 4). The reports indicate that outside Beijing it is one of 
the most popular cities for gays to reside. Refer to the attachment for a list of gay or gay 
friendly nightspots (‘Shanghai: Bars, Cabarets, Clubs, Discos & Karaoke’, undated, Utopia 
website http://www.utopia-asia.com/shanbars.htm - Accessed 26 May 2005 – Attachment 5). 

The 2004/2005 Spartacus International Gay Guide1 claims: 
  

The gradual process of liberalization in China is nevertheless taking place. Gay scenes are 
beginning to emerge in Beijing and Shanghai and tolerance towards homosexuality is 
increasing (Gmünder, Bruno 2004, ‘China’, Spartacus International Gay Guide, 33rd 

Ed, Bruno Gmünder Verlag GMBH, Berlin, pp. 174-182 – Attachment 6). 
   
UK Home Office reported, as recently as 2000, “two of Shanghai’s “most popular gay bars,” 
808 and spin-off 8898, were shut down (AFP)” (UK Home Office 2005, China Country 
Report, April – Attachment 1). However, recent reports indicate a more lenient attitude by 
both the government and society. 
 

                                                 
1 The Spartacus International Gay Guide is a travel guide for gay males. Gay travellers, gay orientated 
businesses and gay organisations submit information to the Guide on a voluntary basis. The editor does not 
verify the accuracy or the currency of the information. For this reason, care should be exercised when deciding 
what reliance to place on the content of this publication in connection with review decision making. 

http://www.utopia-asia.com/chinshan.htm
http://www.utopia-asia.com/shanbars.htm


A more recent report, an article dated 13 January 2004 by BBC News, provides the following 
information on the Shanghai Minorities Hotline, a counseling service for gays, where 
volunteers give out advice and information about Aids and sexually transmitted diseases, as 
well as provide counselling and support (Chan, Yuen 2004, ‘Out of the closet in China’, BBC 
News, 13 January – Attachment 7). 

 
The same article also reports:  

 
In a sign that mainstream attitudes towards homosexuals are becoming more liberal, 
Shanghai’s Fudan University, one of the country’s leading universities, ran a course on 
homosexuality.  
  
It was the first of its kind to be offered at a Chinese university and although only one student 
officially registered to take the course for credits, the lectures were packed (Chan, Yuen 2004, 
‘Out of the closet in China’, BBC News, 13 January – Attachment 7). 
 

Other recent Shanghai media reports suggest more acknowledgement and a more liberal 
attitude towards the situation of homosexuals and HIV sufferers in recent years (‘An AIDS 
Fighter's Sad Battle’ 2004, Shanghai Daily, 30 November http://edu.sina.com.cn/en/2004-11-
30/27749.html - Accessed 26 May 2005 – Attachment 8; Botha, A (ed.), 2004, ‘30 million 
gays will marry’, News24.com website, 19 August 
http://www.news24.com/News24/World/News/0,,2-10-1462_1575453,00.html – Accessed 27 
May 2005 – Attachment 9). 
  
2. What is the incidence of HIV and Hepatitis C in the Chinese population as a whole, 
and among male homosexuals? 

No reference to the incidence of Hepatitis C was found in the sources consulted. 
 
By the end of last year, China had reported 62,159 AIDS-registered HIV carriers but experts 
estimate the actual number is about 840,000 (‘An AIDS Fighter's Sad Battle’ 2004,  Shanghai 
Daily, 30 November http://edu.sina.com.cn/en/2004-11-30/27749.html - Accessed 26 May 
2005 – Attachment 8). However, an article dated 30 September 2002 by Reuters reports: 
 

The United Nations estimates up to 1.5 million Chinese are infected with HIV, the virus that 
causes AIDS, and that number could climb to 10 million by 2010 without effective measures 
(Ruwitch, John 2002, ‘AIDS, gay rights activist battles Chinese mores’, Reuters News, 30 
September –Attachment 10). 
 

According to the 2004/2005 Spartacus International Gay Guide: 
 

The most common modes of transmission of the HIV is the sharing of contaminated needles 
as well as unsanitary practices during paid plasma collection, although the transmission 
through sexual intercourse is quickly gaining in momentum (Gmünder, Bruno 2004, 
‘China’, Spartacus International Gay Guide, 33rd Ed, Bruno Gmünder Verlag GMBH, 
Berlin, pp. 174-182 – Attachment 6). 

 
Homosexuals 
  
A 2003 report on the China AIDS Survey website, entitled ‘Current Overview of HIV/AIDS 
in China’,  claims “heterosexual unsafe sex accounts for 8.4 percent of China's HIV 

http://www.news24.com/News24/World/News/0,,2-10-1462_1575453,00.html
http://edu.sina.com.cn/en/2004-11-30/27749.html


infections”, and “unprotected homosexual sex is estimated to account for 0.2 percent of HIV 
infections in China” (‘Current Overview of HIV/AIDS in China’, 2003, China AIDS Survey 
website http://www.casy.org/overview.htm - Accessed 26 May 2005 – Attachment 11).  

 
The report notes China’s first indigenous HIV infection in November 1989 was reportedly 
contracted through homosexual sex. The report continues in relation to the HIV transmission 
amongst homosexuals: 

 
While not considered as having reached epidemic rates of infection, HIV transmission 
through male-to-male unprotected sex is on the rise.  …  Although there is no comprehensive 
surveillance data on HIV transmission through male-to-male sex, both of Beijing's AIDS 
designated hospitals report about one third of their patients contracted HIV through male-to-
male sex. Furthermore, a recent survey of gay groups conducted by the Chinese Association 
of STD/AIDS Prevention and Control in China's northern cities of Harbin, Shenyang and 
Dalian showed one to three percent of respondents tested positive for HIV Current Overview 
of HIV/AIDS in China’, 2003, China AIDS Survey website 
http://www.casy.org/overview.htm - Accessed 26 May 2005 – Attachment 11). 
  

An article dated 26 July 2004 by BBC News reports that China is conducting its first survey 
on the number of HIV positive homosexuals in China. 
  

A health centre in the north-eastern province of Heilongjiang has collected 1,300 
questionnaires, according to the state-run Xinhua news agency.  
  
The centre has teamed up with a website dedicated to Aids issues, because people willing to 
take part openly in a survey on the subject are hard to find.  
  
The survey is part of a US-Chinese Aids prevention programme launched in April.  
  
The survey is aimed at determining the proportion of homosexuals and homosexual HIV 
carriers in the population (‘China launches gay Aids survey’ 2004, BBC News, 26 July – 
Attachment 12). 

 
An article dated 3 December 2004 in The Asian Sex Gazette reports that “official figures 
suggest there are 5-10 million gay men” in China at the moment with 1.35% infected with 
HIV.  
  

Health workers believe that the lack of transparency and apparently conservative view on 
sexuality could lead to an explosion of new cases in coming generations.   
However, local experts say the true figure of the country’s gay community could be much 
higher, since many are afraid of coming out. And they fear that a culture of secrecy could lead 
to riskier sex.   
According to the China Daily newspaper, 38.5 percent of gay men surveyed in the capital city 
of Shaan’xi Province, Xi’an, have not used a condom while having gay sex in the past six 
months.   
Wu Yuhua, an expert from the Disease Control Center of Northeast China’s Heilongjiang 
Province, told the newspaper that the country needs to reassess how gay men are treated in 
society if it is to tackle the spread of HIV.   
He said that better health care services coupled with support for social and psychological 
issues would help protect more gay people (Townley, Ben 2004, ‘China reveals data on HIV 
and gay men’, Asian Sex Gazette, 3 December – Attachment 13). 
 

http://www.casy.org/overview.htm
http://www.casy.org/overview.htm


 The 2004/2005 Spartacus International Gay Guide states, “a recent study undertaken by the 
UN Theme Group on HIV and AIDS in China reports that China is on the brink of an explosive 
HIV/AIDS epidemic (Gmünder, Bruno 2004, ‘China’, Spartacus International Gay Guide, 33rd 

Ed, Bruno Gmünder Verlag GMBH, Berlin, pp. 174-182 - Attachment 6). 
 
The April 2005 UK Home Office China Country Report reports on a recent study which 
strongly suggests the transmission of HIV will spread rapidly amongst the homosexual 
population. It states: 
  

5.130 According to the results of a survey reported by the official China Daily newspaper on 
14 December 2004: 
  

“At least 80 percent of China’s estimated 5 to 10 million gays mistakenly believe 
they are safe from HIV/AIDS, according to the country’s first ever survey on the 
homosexual group. The survey, conducted by the center of AIDS control and 
prevention under the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention in 
collaboration with its branch office in northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province, found 
80.6 percent of the gay men are totally ignorant of their exposure to the virus or 
underestimate the risk.” [14o] (UK Home Office 2005, China Country Report, April 
– Attachment 1).  

 

3.  Are homosexuals with HIV and/or Hepatitis C more likely to face official harassment 
than other homosexuals? 

No reference to the incidence of Hepatitis C was found in the sources consulted. 
 
No clear cut information on homosexuals with HIV was located in the sources consulted. 
Information on general attitudes towards HIV sufferers has been included. 
   
An article dated 1 May 2003 in The Gay & Lesbian Review Worldwide provides the 
following information on homosexuality in China. 

 
For years the Chinese government had labeled it a foreign disease, ignoring the greatest sources of the 
scourge in China: drug use and unclean blood collection by unscrupulous blood brokers in poor rural 
areas. State AIDS education and prevention efforts are beginning, but the government projects that 
the HIV-positive population will rise from its current 850,000 (a conservative estimate) to ten million 
by 2010.   
Growing AIDS awareness among officials and the public is a double-edged sword for China’s gay 
men. The government’s recognition of the economic and social implications of the spread of HIV has 
pushed it to implement AIDS education programs. But the new awareness of HIV--promoted by the 
state’s lifting of a ban on AIDS media reporting in 2001--has spawned draconian new laws in several 
cities that could mean tougher times for homosexuals. For instance, the city of Chengdu in 
southwestern China requires people working in restaurants, public baths, and beauty salons to get 
tested for HIV.   
Nevertheless, this trend is offset by the broadly favorable drift in China toward greater tolerance and 
understanding of sexual minorities (Rubin, K. 2003, ‘How to be gay in Beijing’, The Gay & Lesbian 
Review Worldwide, 1 May – Attachment 3). 
 

No specific reports about homosexual HIV sufferers were found but reports from 2002 and 
2003 support the claim that HIV and AIDS sufferers faced discrimination:  
 



 A 2002 Agence France Presse report details the passing of anti-discrimination laws in  
city of Suzhou in Jiangsu province (‘Chinese City Passes Law to Protect Rights of 
AIDS Patients’, 2002, Agence France Presse, 16 October http://www.utopia-
asia.com/aidschi.htm - Accessed 24 May 2005 – Attachment 14).   

 According to a 2003 Reuters news report, “(HIV) sufferers cannot legally secure jobs 
in cities if they fail mandatory health tests, while others in certain parts of China 
cannot marry if they are infected with the virus, activists say” (‘HIV-Positive Couple 
Make History in China’ 2003, Reuters, 4 August http://www.utopia-
asia.com/aidschi.htm - Accessed 24 May 2005 – Attachment 15). 

 There were also reports of violence and anger against AIDS sufferers in 2003 shortly 
after the SARS outbreak (‘AIDS Violence Flares in China’ 2003, Newsday, 3 August 
http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm - Accessed 24 May 2005 – Attachment 16).   

 Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan province in China, has adopted a new legislature that 
directly effects people who are HIV-positive, including banning HIV patients and 
people who have tested positive for the virus to marry. (‘Chinese City Enacts 
Controversial Rules for HIV Infected People, High-Risk Groups’, (2001) Washington 
Post, 15 January http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm - Accessed 24 May 2005 – 
Attachment 17). 

An article dated 22 January 2005 in The China Daily reports that until recently, Chinese 
health authorities have ignored homosexuals when designing the national HIV/AIDS 
response. 
  

Early AIDS control policies exclusively identified AIDS as a medical issue and equated those 
infected, including intravenous drug users, prostitutes and homosexuals, as social deviants. 
Such approaches have in effect limited any large scale government or independent prevention 
and testing campaigns targeting China’s gay communities.  …  
Current government HIV programmes targeting gay men in China are insufficient to prevent a 
large-scale AIDS outbreak among Chinese gay men. … China’s gay community has largely 
been absent in China’s AIDS response (Settle, Edmund 2005, ‘An inclusive anti-AIDS war 
needed’, China Daily, 22 January -  Attachment 18). 

 
Similarly, an article dated 15 December 2004 by Xinhua reports, Chinese health officials are 
warning that if China’s gay community does not get more education about the risks of 
HIV/AIDS, the country could face an explosion of the deadly virus (‘Study: HIV ignorance 
hurts Chinese gays’ 2004, China Daily, source: Xinhua, 15 December - Attachment 19). 
  
An article dated 22 January 2005 in The China Daily reports, “Chinese gay men are a 
potential bridge population that can channel HIV into the general population (Settle, Edmund 
2005, ‘An inclusive anti-AIDS war needed’, China Daily, 22 January -  Attachment 18). This 
issue is also reported in a December 2004 article in the China Daily, 
 

Health officials are also worried that some of the men who have sex with men also have 
female partners. Men in heterosexual marriages accounted for 12.6 percent of the men having 
sex with men in the survey, while 17.4 percent of those surveyed admitted to also having sex 
with women (‘Study: HIV ignorance hurts Chinese source: Xinhua, 15 December – 
Attachment 19). 

 
Moreover, the report concludes: 

http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm
http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm
http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm
http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm
http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm
http://www.utopia-asia.com/aidschi.htm


  
Health experts warn that the fear of prejudice could add to this potential health threat, and 
they are now urging health authorities and the general public to have a balanced attitude 
toward gay men in the hopes of preventing a catastrophe (‘Study: HIV ignorance hurts 
Chinese gays’ 2004, China Daily, source: Xinhua, 15 December - Attachment 19). 

  
An article dated 10 December 2004 in The China Daily reports on the growing tolerance for 
homosexuality in China.  
  

Chinese Government, scholars and many NGOs are working to lend a hand to homosexuals 
and help them stay physically and psychologically healthy.   
More than 40 health centers have been established nationwide aiming at controling the spread 
of HIV infection among homosexuals.   
Some big cities, like Shanghai and Beijing, have opened hotlines to offer consultation and 
mental support for homosexuals and publicize ways of preventing diseases.   
As protective measures, online advice are available to give the needy more health 
information, and condom vending machines have been equipped in gay bars.   
Secretary General of China Sex Study Association Hu Peicheng says these steps are signals 
that China’s accepting homosexuality (‘Growing tolerance towards homosexuals in China’ 
2004, China Daily, 10 December – Attachment 20). 

 
A 2002 Reuters article reports on AIDS education and gay rights crusader Zhang Beichuan 
and Friend Exchange, the AIDS pamphlet he produces. The report states, Friend Exchange is:  
  

a pioneering pamphlet on AIDS that talks openly about homosexuality and targets gay men, a 
high-risk group in a land rife with ignorance about the disease and just starting to admit to an 
acute – and growing – problem. …  
Each issue of Friend Exchange outlines the basics of safe sex for gay men. Its white pages are 
also filled with personal stories about gay life or having AIDS and articles on the latest 
scientific developments in the fight against the disease (Ruwitch, John 2002, ‘AIDS, gay 
rights activist battles Chinese mores’, Reuters News, 30 September – Attachment 10). 
  

Although Zhang says “his pamphlet has government support, … he has met difficulties and 
said leading the charge against wrong perceptions and widespread ignorance has been tough” 
(Ruwitch, John 2002, ‘AIDS, gay rights activist battles Chinese mores’, Reuters News, 30 
September – Attachment 10). 
 
Other reports indicate that in the last 2 or 3 years the government has officially promoted 
sympathy for HIV sufferers and encouraged tolerance towards homosexuals. 
  
A 2003 report from the Beijing Embassy stated World Aids Day was given front page 
coverage in China and publicity given to Premier visiting an AIDS hospital and shaking 
hands. The report states, “Premier Wen Jiabao emphasized care and concern for AIDS 
patients” and that media coverage discussed “concrete prevention measures, the need for 
AIDS education, compassion for those living with HIV/AIDS and the availability of 
treatment” (‘World AIDS Day Tops the News in China’, (2003), Embassy Beijing, December 
http://www.usembassy-china.org.cn/sandt/AIDS-Day-2003.htm - Accessed 26 May 2005 – 
Attachment 21). 

A recent report in the People's Daily Online, dated 19 March 2005, claims the Chinese 
government is committed to stop discrimination against, and provide medical assistance to 
HIV carriers. The report states: 

http://www.usembassy-china.org.cn/sandt/AIDS-Day-2003.htm


The Chinese government will continue to improve laws and regulations, increase financial 
input and enforce free treatment and the care measures to HIV patients. It will mobilize all 
social sectors to participate in HIV/AIDS prevention and control and create a favorable 
environment in which the whole society cares about and supports HIV/AIDS prevention and 
control, she said (‘Chinese government invites private sector to join HIV/AIDS campaign’ 
2005, People's Daily Online, 19 March 
http://www.chain.net.cn/aidsenglish/news/domestic/2005/February/34.htm - Accessed 24 
May 2005 – Attachment 22). 

The report, adds however, “In contrast to the government's high level of advocacy, most 
Chinese companies still remain silent on HIV/AIDS” (‘Chinese government invites private 
sector to join HIV/AIDS campaign’ 2005, People's Daily Online, 19 March 
http://www.chain.net.cn/aidsenglish/news/domestic/2005/February/34.htm - Accessed 24 
May 2005 – Attachment 22). 
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